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emancipation of fifty persons, an exchange of prisoners, and
the return of the slaves to their labors. Jean Franqois required
the liberation of his wife, who lay in the prisons of the Cape.
There is no reason to believe that the request was complied
with. But the insurgent, faithful to his word, the next day
dismissed his prisoners, employing in the benevolent office the
mild Toussaint, and his equally mild friend, Lafitte.

Peace seemed at hand. Alas! it was very distant. The
colonists, displeased, with the pacific tendencies of the commis-
sioners, endeavored to set aside their powers., and required their
obedience. The mulattoes suffered disadvantages, but could
not be put down. The negroes resumed their devastations. On
every side was disorder, slaughter, and ruin. The pride and
obstinacy of the planters rendered accommodation impossible;
their weakness exposed the colony to carnage the most fright-
ful, and depredations the most extensive. Meanwhile, Jean
FranQois and Biassou were each too powerful and too ambitious
to act cordially together. They came to an open quarrel, and
drew off their several forces into two camps. Toussaint, now
the principal aide-de-camp of Biassou, brought on himself the
enmity of his rival, Jean Fra^ois, though hitherto he had suc-
ceeded in keeping on good terms with both. The hostile feeling
seems to have been called forth by Toussaint's intellectual pre-
eminence. However, Toussaint, disregarding the dissensions of
the generals, quietly and efficiently discharged his duties, and
gradually gaining the esteem of the army, laid the foundations
of the great influence which he was one day to exert on behalf
of negro independence. He alone wept when he saw the hope
of peace vanish. He alone remained unsullied by crime, while
Jean Francois and Biassou not only committed ravages and
massacre, but even sold into slavery to the Spaniards many of
the, very men for whose liberty they pretended to be fighting,
and who were their companions in arms.greater ?   St. Leger saw the evil effects this
